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BRA ver, when beholding me, 

An emblem of thyſelf here ſee. 
My ſprings are hid from outward ſhew, 
My beating pulſe conceal d from view, 
And yet my face the hours diſcloſe ; 
Tbꝰ effect appears, tho' hid the cauſe 
My work admitting no delay, 

I conſtant ſerve thee, night and day. 
So, Chriſtian, let thy inward light, 

Enjoy'd in Chriſt, appear in fight: | 

Let outward works to all proclaim - 
Thy faith unfeign'd in Jeſus name. 

| What 


9 A hows n — * ate EVE ee obs K 


- 


What God hath join'd let none divide; 

No truth that's good it's fruit can hide: 

But let not works aſſume Chriſt's place; 
Thou'rt juſtify d alone by grace: | 

Thus faith and works in love agree : 
This leſſon, Chriſtian, learn of me. 


WopuRn, BEDFORDSHIRE, 
OR. 3, 1763. 
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To THE 


R E "2 D E g 2 


FRIEND, | | 
2 thou art a ſerious obſerver of the 
day in which the all-wiſe God has 


brought us upon the ſtage of this world, 


you muſt know practical religion loſes 


ground, and that vice and immorality 
are pouring like much water, in a nar- 
row channel, down our ſtreets: our 
privileges are great, and yet our glory 
1s our ſhame. _ _ Cuſtom, that tyrant, 
bears down all oppoſition, and few dare 
be fo ſingular as to fay, „as for me 
* and my bouſe, | we will ſerve the 
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Þ viii |] 
« Lord.” —— Chriſt crucified,” is 
« to moſt * fooliſhneſs ;* and * 
& ſhall J do to be ſaved ?“ is now 
3 to be a * of 9 


But 8 this prove man's caſe to fo 
better d? or ſhould it be ſufficient to 
make any hide their talent, though but 
one, in a napkin ? No; rather may 
it provoke every one to do their utmoſt 
to ſuppreſs ſueh aboundings of ſin, in 
ſuch a way and manner as the Lord 
ſhall enable them, and be leaſt intru- 
ding on their other relations in life, 
which may not be neglected. —— A 
firm belief of this has engaged me to 
dedicate my ſpare hours in compiling 
the few following ſheets ; which is an 
account of ſuch ſpiritual improvement 
as the Lord was pleaſed to let the exe- 
cution of my buſineſs furniſh me with. 
The manner in which it appears, I 
found, upon trial, to be the eaſieſt 1 
MY "" could 


[ik 


£6uld chuſe, to convey my meaning to 


others, and to make the articles taken 


notice of, to be plainly underſtood by 
thoſe who were ignorant of the buſineſs ; 5 


while at the ſame time, I truſt, the cati- 
did Judge will fay it is as near the truth 


4s could, in this manner, be inſerted; — 
Wherever 1 have been indebted to any 
one, or have enriched my little tract 
with the obſervations of others, whe- 
ther from the ſcriptures or authors, I 
have, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
acknowledged it by ſuch marks as thefe, 
„ , and, in general, according to 
the letter, " 7 , &c. have directed 
the reader to its native place. 1 It gives 
mie great ſatisfaction to know, that a 
conſiderable part of the holy word is 
founded on ſuch refleftions, and there- 
in God is pleaſed to ſpeak to the eyes as 
well as the ears of men, varying his 
addreſs according to the ſtrength he im- 
parts, and always remembering we are 
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4 $31: 
but duſt and aſhes ; q as his dealing with 
Iſrael. of old, in ſacrifices, the meta- 
phors in. Solomon' 8 Song, the language 
of the prophets, and the miniſtry of 
| our bleſſed Lord abundantly confirm. 
1 truſt this will be ſufficient to thield me 
from a. ſuppoſition that I have taken 
any undue liberty with the glorious 
names of the undivided Trinity; ef- 
pecially ſince our Lord, when he would 
increaſe our watchfulneſs, condeſcends 
to ſay, 1 come as a thief in the 
night: ; NOT ſhould it be thought unwar- 
rantable if I have made one thing pre- 
figure ſeveral, and ſometimes quite op- 
polite to each other, ſince, tho” a thief 5 
in that inſtance is a type of Chriſt, yet 
in more he i is a type o of Satan. 3 


The blellings God has beſtowed on 
tabours of this kind made me more 
willing to comply with the requeſt of 
eren Ebriftian friends in the publi- 

| | cation, 


. 
Es 
Dor 
9 
2 
1 
* 


be made plain. 


11 Fl $; 
cation, by whoſe information, and my 


OWN knowledge, | Jam made acquainted 


with the remarkable ſucceſs that has 
attended Mr. Hervey's Meditations, 
Mr. Flayel's Huſbandry and Naviga- 
tion, the Pilgrim's Progreſs, and | ſeye+ 
ral other tracts of Mr. John Bunyan; 


and tho my piece may be deſtitute of 
ſome particular that may have rendered 


them ſo inſtructing, yet I have the haps 
pineſs of knowing that the ſame glo- 
rious truths, tho' in a broken manner, 


are here inſiſted ob, and e to 


1 * 


The ITN might be greaily | in- 


creaſed, and a great many new ones 


produced 3 but as I knew not but this 


ſmall ſketch might occaſion a more able 
pen to draw a more finiſhed draught of 
both watch and clock, I thought this 


might ſuffice ; and if it ſhall ſerve as an 


Introduction to any thing of this kind, 
I ſhall 


3 


1 Thall think my Libouc well ed ; 
but rather ſhall rejoice if it ſhall fur- 
niſn che ignorant with profitable recre- 
ation, or be blefled to but one ſoul . 
the Lord has choſe for himſelf. | 
this ſhould be the caſe, I ſhall be Me 

dantly recompenſed for every mark of 
. contempt I'm expectant the xuth6r and 
Bis performance will be had in by ſome. 
Yea, ſhall God but convince me (be 
that as it may). that herein his glory 
is fought, Jeſus is exalted, and the crea- 
ture debafed, I doubt not but to reflect 
on its publication will give ; great ſatiſ- 
faction to thy unworthy ſervant in the 
Lord, OM 


JOHN MARTI N. 


MECHANICUS 


— * 


AND 
F "4 AV E N: 
. T H E | 
WATCH SPIRITUALIZED; 
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HERE tempers are united, 
and grace is poſſeſſed, there 
. ſeldom fails of a thirſt for 
communion ; our friends enjoyed this 
happineſs. — Mechanicus and Flaven 
were reſidents under the ſame roof, — | 
Their intercourſes were frequent, and 
their purſuits uninterrupted. — As the 
generality of their diſcourſes were with 
à view to glorify God, and be edified, 

to the ſpiritualizing common objects 
were in general their plan for fo exalted 
; B 2 


e 


2 Mrcnranicvs and FLAvEN, or 


a purpoſe, — Flaven being the greater 


adept in this enriching employ, he was 
always had in that reverence that was 
due from his friend; which, at the 


ſame time, was returned to Mechani- 


cus, in paying à due regard to his ſu- 
perior judgment in thoſe things Flaven 
was the leſs acquainted with. 
Mechanicus's employment, the watch- 
branch, though ſufficient. to furniſh 
them with a variety of matter, had. 
hitherto been neglected. While one 
day Flaven, having diſcharged the par- 
ticular duties his office required, was re- 
ſolved upon a viſit, as uſual, to his 
friend ; when after the cuſtomary en- 
quiries, converſation took the fol- 
lowing turn.” 


Fla. The apoſtle James informs us,. 
that © the Lord giveth liberally and: 


& upbraideth not.” TI think in nature, 


my friend > employment is a ſtrong con- 


firmation 


= See the introduction to Theron and Aſpaſio,. 
vol. I. p. 2. " * * 
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the Wa TH SPIRITUALIZED. 3 


firmation of this truth; elſe how could 


ſo wonderful a machine be brought to 
ſach perfection ? 


Mec. How, indeed ! I heartily with 


the many ingenious artiſts of our fa- 


cCulty were more ſenſible of this i impor- 


tant truth. But alas 


Fla. Mankind, in general, are too apt to 
ſay, Our hand is high, and the Lord hatn 
** not done all this. To me, after every 
neceflary means is made uſe of, David's 
acknowledgement is comely : the 
* Lord teacheth my hands to war:“ A 
firm belief of which clips the wings of 
that pride ſo attendant on our imperfect 
performances, and ferves as a ladder, 
the aſcending whoſe rounds leads us to 
admire the wiſdom of God in man.— ' 
But is not Mechanicus apprehenſive, 
that amidſt fo many different operations, 
and ſuch a multiplicity of articles, there 
is not room for ſpiritual obſeryation? 


3 Mer. 


© Deut. xxvii. 27. Pſal. xviii. 34. 


4 Mzrcnanicus and FLAVEN, or 


Mec. A variety, no doubt, though 
nothing further than private reflection 
has, as I know of, been yet attemp- 
ted,—— | | 


Fla. As fo fair an opportunity offers, 
furniſhed with your aſſiſtance, and a 
| ſufficiency for inſpection, ſuppoſe we 
this evening attentively ſurvey what 
may appear worthy our regard, and 
without offering violence, bear a ſi- 
militude to fompthing of more 2 8 
tance. 


Mec. At this time nothing ean be 
more acceptable, as the day's applica- 
tion has much fatigued my ſpirits. I 
ſhall be glad of a releaſe upon ſuch 
terms, and doubt not but Flaven's re- 
marks will be a good reward for the 
ſhort account I can give him of this cu- 
rious ſtructure. 


Fla. Firſt, then, let us conſider the 
materials made uſe of. 


Mec. 


# 


the WATCH SPIRITUALIZED. 5 


Mec. Except the gilding, the whole 


is braſs and ſteel; which, being 


but a compoſition, reduces it to cop- 
per and iron. 


Fla. Had we beheld the coarſe and 
ſtragling particles, torn from the bowels 
of the earth, would it not amaze us 
to think of the ſtrange revolution they 
muſt ſuſtain ere they could poſſibly 
make. the appearance they now do. — 


To ſome, no doubt, it would appear 


incredible, and in vain might argu- 
ments. be produced to make the cer- 
tainty appear : So, when this more noble 
ſtructure, the human body, is well 


conſidered, and found, with the royal 
_ prophet, to be “ fearfully and won- 


« derfully made, how aſtoniſhing to 
know, notwithſtanding this, * we are 
but duſt and aſhes.” 


Mec. Or if we conſider the other 
parts of creation, and view the king- 


_ doms 


© Pla; i. f Pa, i. 
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6 Mgcnanicus and FI Avxx, or 


doms of this world, how wonderful 
to know they roſe alone by virtue of 
an „ power! 


Fla. Nor is it leſs ſtrange to contem- 
plate the reviving thoughts of a glo- 
rious reſurrection, when this corrup- 
tible ſhall put on incorruption, and 
this mortal, immortality.— Men in 
lead mines don't expect to meet with 
gold, nor in gold, lead. | 


Mec. Such contrarieties are not u- 
ſual ; a4 fountain cannot ſend forth 
c ſweet water and bitter; nor do men 
< gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
* aces.” of 


Fla. But in the ſtupendous work of 
the reſurrection what confuſion appears! 
All manner of matter is blended toge- 
ther: if we are ſurprized at the per- 
fection of your watches, and that is 
ee . ſrejng it in the www of 


1 Jam. iii. 11. 


the WATCH SPIRITUAELZED, 7 


the earth, how ſhall we expreſs our- 
ſelves on conſideration of this glorious: 


diſplay of the unlimited power of the 


moſt High ! 


Mec. Might we rankack the grave, to 
behold the face of any departed friend, 
how would his fallen countenance diſ- 
compoſe us, and we ſhould be apt to 
think he never made that figure in life, 
we ſo well remember! 


Fla. But to conceive that the moſt 
ormed of God's people ſhall, in the 
morning of the reſurrection, be faſh- 
« zoned. like unto Chriſt's glorious body,” 
is yet more diſtant from the dictates of 


reaſon; and this is yet more aggravated 


by a conſideration of the little regar = 
fome time paid to the deceaſed body.— 
Who could bring to.our ſight the whole 


of my departed friend, though but a 


few years he ſhould have been tenant 
of © the houſe appointed for all liv- 
ing,” even if his beloved relatives had 


walled! 
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8 Mecnanicus and FLAVEN, a. 
walled him round with brick or ſtone. 


If impracticable this, how much more 
ſo the many thouſands that have been 
deſtitute of ſuch a tender care, or thoſe 
on whom the raging fire, or relentleſs 
waves, have exerciſed their cruel rage! 
a thought of this, joined with God's 
ſufficiency, no doubt accompanied Job, 
who ſaid, *<* If a man die, ſhall he 


c live again. 


Mec. It ſeems he could ſcarce re- 
dit it. ä 8 
Fla. Vou much miſtake the good 
man's meaning: no one clearer in this 
than Job: in the midſt of his anparal- 
leI'd troubles, it was his principal, per- 

haps his only ſtay : hence he ſays, © 1 
know that my redeemer liveth, and 
that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
on the earth, and though after my 
* ſkin, worms deſtroy this body, yet 
< in my fleſh ſhall I ſee God; whom I 
* ſhall fee for myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall 


© behold, and not another; though my 
& reins 


* Job xiv. 14. ob xix. 25, 26, 27. 


the WATCH SPIRITUALIZED. <9 
* reins be conſumed within me.“ He 


therefore is to be underſtood exulting 
in the truth, and taking comfort from 


it, rather than depreſſing of it, ſeeing 


his belief therein makes him ſay, all 


t the days of my appointed time will I 


« wait till my change come; for (adds 


« he, ſpeaking of this powerful God) 
« thou ſhalt call, and IT will anſwer; 
* for thou wilt have a deſire to the work 
10 of thine hands,” 8 „ 


Ad. In this articular 1 am agrees 


ably deceived ; and indeed, as Paul ſays, 

« why ſhould it be thought incredible 

„ with us that God ould raiſe the 
« dead an 01 201 


Fl. Ti: what 3 do. ag re- 
ceive the watch at e DANG) 


= 
* 


Mee. 1 "OW not A 8 t 


form you, than by ſaying all things 
are ru out, yet every üs! incoms , 
N | cc L FTE 43 Pleat. 


Jede. 14, 15. | Ads xxvi. 8 
1 Tis to be underſtood Mechanicus is the finiſher, 
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10 Mzecuanicvs and FI AVE, or 
pleat. — The callipers drawn, but 
the diſtances of the holes throw ſome 
wheels too ſhallow, others too deep.— 
The movement's made, yet the wheels 
are rather forced than fitted in the 
frame. The motion is much the 
fame; and even dial- plate, ſpring, 
chain, and every other article, is more 
or leſs unjcrteft. 


Fla. A lively repreſentation of the 
caſe of man, as being a deſcendant 
from Adam. In this ſtate, if I may 
be allowed the expreſſion, all is but 
ruffed out, and nothing fitted for ſpi- 
ritual performance. The natural 
man knoweth not the things of God, 
ce neither can he, for they are ſpiritu- 
ce ally diſcerned.” Without a ſe- 
cond birth (the finiſhing ſtroke); what 
are the works of any individual ? 
Vou ſpeak of wheels in this ſtate, . g 
rather forced than fitted: ſo is it with 
them; all their doings proceed from 
flaviſh fear, not from love. Were they 
not apprehenſive of eternal torments 


being 


Rom. 


te WATCH SPIRITUALIZED. 11 
being prepared for the ungodly, they 
would wallow themſelves in iniquity, 
as the ſow in the mire. — Take away 
the certainty of puniſhment, and they 
would roll fin, as a ſweet morſel, un- 


der their tongues. If you added 
weight, would not that be ſufficient” to 
make it Perform * DLL 


Mec. No; for meeting 2 other, 
no one will give way, while the more 
ſubſtantial parts would cruſh the weaker 
to pieces. | 


Fla. Is it not thus with carnal men? 
let your reproof be ever fo weighty, it 
will be found unſeaſonable; and un- 
leſs the Lord ſets in, ineffectual. 
There's not the moſt diſtant hope it 
ſhould be otherwife ; © who can bring 
e a clean thing out of an unclean ? not 
one: as well might the Ethio- 
<< pian change his ſkin, or the leopard 
2 * ſpots, as they ” "__ who are 

C 2 2 JO 


7 Job. 4 Ifaiah, 
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ta MEcCHANICUS and FLAVBN, or 
* accuſtomed to do Evil:“ — when fi- 

niſhed, I N e theſe ann are 

* | 


- Mee. Entirely : pivots are made 
holes ſized wheels ſet of a proper 
depth ſpring hooked in and adjuſted— 


the verge finiſhed — pendulum fpring 


put to— and the whole acts with ſuch 
freedom and caſe, as produces the lively 
motion you now ſee. 


Fla. Thus POR 4 Lord comes 
in a way of mercy, he ejects the ſtrong 
man of his hold, and puts himſelf in 


poſſeſſion, gains upon the affections, 
ſubdues the obſtinate paſſions, removes 
the ſtony from the heart, and makes 
them a willing people in the day of his 


power: then a happy alteration takes 
place, the wheels of obedience are oil'd 
with love, and they run with alacrity 


the ways of his commandments; whoſe 
ways are now ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and whoſe prone become paths of 
Peace, 


| Mec, 


the WATCH SPIRITUALIZED, 13 


| Mec. IJ often think of the change, 
and rejoice with trembling. Theſe 
lines expreſs my thoughts upon it. 


I CY K 
* 


« When with my mind devoutly preſs d, 
„Dear Saviour! my revolving breaſt 
« Would paſt offences trace;  _ 
« Trembling I make the black review, 
“Vet pleas'd behold, admiring too, 
1 pow: r of 3 grace. 


II. 


| This tongue, with blaſphemies defil d, 
«© Thele feet, to erring paths beguil'd,- 


In heav'nly league agree. 

* Who would believe ſuch lips could praiſe, 

Or think my dark and winding ways 5 
« Should ever lead to thee ? 


III. 
Theſe eyes, that once abuſed their fight, 


No lift to thee their wat' ry light, 
And weep a ſilent flood; 


5 Theſe 


2 I 


« Theſe hands aſcend in ceaſcleſspray'r; 


4 Oh! waſh away the ſtains they wear, 


In pure redeeming blood. 
. 


he Theſe ears that, lewd d, could entertain 
The midnight oath, the luſtful ſtrain, 
When round the feſtal board, 
“ Now, deaf to all th' inchanting noiſe, 
Avoid the throng, deteſt the j Joys, 
0 And long to hear thy word. 


V. 


«Thus thou art ſery d i in ev'ry part: 


«© Oh! Wm thou but naſdem my 
* heart, 
That drofly ching deins F 


That grace might nature's ſtrength 


% controul, 
* And a new eee PC" ſoul, 


cc Be all, — be ever thine.” 


* 


? y - 
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Fla. They are very ſuitable on the 
occaſion, and are quite conſonant to 
what the great apoſtle of the gentiles 
declares to the believing Epheſians : 
And you (fays he) hath he quicken- 
„ ed, who were dead in treſpaſſes and 
ee fins.” * —=—— Pray does not the main 


ſpring take AE of that little 


box ? 7 


k # 


Mec. it "oF and, with it, the bar- 
rel arbour. : 


Fla. By this I EOF ct the —__ 


is enabled to anſwer thy. rate d de- 
ligned., 


Dec. Your conceptions are very juſt : 
it is indeed, with great propriety, cal- 
led the main ſpring. The moſt elabo- 
rate performance, without this, were 


an uſeleſs. toy: no longer than while 


it exerts its power, may we expect to 
receive any ſatisfaction for our labour. 


Fla. 


© Eph, ii. 1 


* 1 
* 


9 
5 


n . 


— 


— —— 


e 


16 Mzcnantcvs and FLAYBN, or 


Fla. What the main-ſpring is; to 
the. watch, that, and more, is Chriſt 


to believers. In ſhort, what were man- 


kind without him? no more than the 

beauties of nature at midnight; without 
this © Sun of Righteouſneſs. + ariſing,” 
worſe than Egyptian darkneſs over- 
ſpreads the whole. | 


Mec. That it is a hidden i, may 
make it alſo adde to Chriſt. 


Fla. You did well to remember it : 


who, by ſearch, (except of the buſineſs) 


would conceive it lay there ? . And 


ſo, with regard to the image of Chriſt, 


who would expect to find it ſtamp'd 
upon fallen creatures, had not the Word 
ſaid, we ate predeſtinated to be confor- 


med to the image of Chriſt? 'who would 


have looked tor ſo intimate an union, 


if we were not aſſured, we were. © mem - 


«hers of his body, of his fleſh, and of 
«© his bones? 


. Mee. 
t Mal. iv. 2, * Eph. v. 30. 
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43 


Mer. Paul, to Sa « Coloſtian portvartal) 
fol an argument from this- truth; 
to ſet our affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth; for, ſays 
he, ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Chriſt, in God; and when: he; 
who is your life, ſhall appear, then 
ſhall ye appear with him in glory.” 6 


Fla. 1 ſeldom read this comburtile 
truth, but I reflect on. the weak re- 
proaches of carnal men: how ſhould 
the poſſeſſors of godlineſs be rather 
moved with pity, than thereby ſtitred 
up to anger, remembering their Re- 
deemer's words, Father, forgive them, 
« they know not what they do.. 
Alas! they know nothing f that hid- 
den life, which, even here, more than 
makes amends for every reflection 
thrown upon them. But what is this 
to what they ſhall ſhortly enjoy, ſeeing 
(give me leave again to repeat it) when 

D Chriſt, 


„Col. iii. 2, 3, 4. 


18 Mrecnanicvs and FLAVEN, or 
Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall we appear with him in glo- 
Mec. Comfortable words indeed !—- 
r wherefore then do the heathen 
Fe: rage, and Why do the people ima- 
pine ſuch vain things. He that fit- 
« teth in the heavens, thall laugh, the 
9 6 r hal 2225 them i in derifion,” 
= "ple: In one änltaner more, ” us 
purſue the ſimilitude. It is an act of 
| gondeſcenſion for the main-ſpring to 

enter the barrel, is it . 83 

ns lege. irdoes appear 0. 1 


© $1 7; "68. 
* 


Fla. But be does our Lord e 
der he bows the heavens, and comes 
down unto us; when he, who dwells 
in light inacceſſible, is alſo pleaſed to 
reſide in the humble heart! amazing 
con- 


eki. 3. and . 


a. J [1 1 * 
8 > . S 12 4 ang $ * * 
8 ALS Aha 2 -4 * > 7 — — 
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condeſcenſion ! How proud ſhould We 
be of this glorious viſitant, and how 
earneſtly intreat, he will not take his 
Holy Spirit from us.— The bartel, 
in which the mainsſpring ſuffers itſelf 
to be containell, may denote the hu- 
man body ; of which Paul ſays; of 
believers, know ye not that your 
% bodies are temples of, the Holy 
« Ghoſt :”” our Lord, to this pur- 
pole, ſays, if any man is beloved: of my 
father, we , will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. John alſo 
bears a teſtimony, that our fellowſhip 
is with God the Father, God the$ons 
and God. the Holy ( Shoſt.. elit 


Ge 114441 


57. £ 


. lalab, whoa. he will 3 
his converſion, ſays, I alſo faw: the 
* Lord, .; high. and lifted up, and bis 
. train filled the temple,” — 


Fla, The barrel arbour,, laying. hold 
6f #2, ſpring, may be deſcriptive, of 
Es. faith, | 


Jy Cor. vi. 19; 4 Iſa. V., 1. 


20 Mzcxantcvs and FLAVEN, or | 
faith, which lays hold on Chriſt, and 

of thoſe bleſſings he procures for his 
people. Thus Jacob, in that memo- 
table night, when terrified at the ap- 
Pearance of his brother Eſau, being 
pooſſeſſed of this grace, lays hold of the 
uncreated angel, and will “not let 
him go, except he bleſs r — 

vw ſhall we proc ? | 


Mec. The great wheel Aube next 
10 action; let it be ſo in my friend's 
remarks. 

Pla. 15 this thi e leading w. 80 r me- 
inks it is unfit for that office, it tra- 
vels at ſo flow a rate. I ſhould rather 
think it the pattern of ſlothfulneſs than 
induſtry, was it not contrary to proof: 
1 ſhould: be inclined 1 to o think. it t ſtood 
ſtill. 


| Mec. Its pace is cis conſiſtent with ; 
Us s office ; and when one conſiders To: - 
| how 


- 


g 2 5 . * * n 3} 7 4 Ny 2 
9 & 4 I : 5 ” TT 448 
® Gen, xxxii. 26. | $ oth 
2 33 8 2 
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how many others it is connected, it re- 


mains not matter of ae I moves 


| Fla. | May not te rchoingy of its 

motion, yet in a meaſure. inſenſibly, 
prefigure the ſecond appearance of our 
Lord, when he comes without ſin unto 
falvation ? Multitudes, I fear, there 
be, that ſay, where is the promiſe of 
e his coming ? for ſince 5 fathers 
fell aſleep, all things continue as 
* they were from the beginning of \cre- 
ation.“ 
ec not ignorant of this one thing, that 
one day with the Lord is as a thou- 
* ſand years, and a thoufand years as 
one day. The Lord is not ſlack 
* concerning his promiſe, (as ſome men 


count ſlackneſs) but is long ſuffer- 


10 ing to us-ward ; for yet, a very little 
ky while, and he. that | is to come will 


come, and will n not t tarry. „ 
fv 4 37 ö 714 L it, 28 3 7 r | + prays * 
N 5 Mec. 


v 2 pet. ii. 4, 8, 9: 


But, as Peter ſays, be 


e 


* 
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- Mec: Admitting, that that time be 
not ſo near as we conceive, yet how 


ſoon will our thread run out, and we, 


in ſome meaſure, be converſant with 
that day of terrors, unleſs wo 


wht: the xy of Cbiilt. 


« 3.4 #" 1 + p 2 * 
31 11 op, 


mi Or were our D with. Me- 
Aklah, nine hundred and fixty nine, 
how quickly ſhould we arrive at that 
period, and how inconſiderable would 
be ſuch a date, compared with the 


rr views * an e * 


4 * S F 1 10 


Mee flog ſhould W us to 
* een time, becauſe our days are 


« evil,” and cauſe us to be upon our 


watch-tower, leſt we be A with 


bas en 1 Mie 


niet gf 
5 ; 75 11 1 


24 4 4 m 0 


"By ls” A conſideration er meeting 


aa an incenſed God, "has" oft n made 


me tremble, leſt, as David ſays, © he 
*.tear me in pieces, and there be none 
ce to 


* 
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4 to deliver.“ O that, on the con- 
trary, I may be only viewed as conſi- 
dered in Chriſt! Then ſhall ſuch fears 
be baniſhed far from me, while, in 
his ſtrength, I be enabled to come 
forth with joy, and ſay, Lo, this 1 is ly 
God; 1 have waited for him; now 
will T be ghd and rejoice in his Fro 


tion. T'obſerve ſomething to a- 
rife out bet nap wheel, "1h" a conical 


Mee. 'Tis the fuſee, fo formed, that 
the draft may be equal. 


17 | 3 


Fla. It almoſt ſhews forth then, tho' 
in filence, that gracious promiſe, © As 
0 "wy day is, fo mall thy ſtrength be.” 
Was not the Chriſtian perſuaded 


that, when he paſſes through the fire, 


whether material, or of perſecution, 
he will be with them, and through the 


floods of ungodly men, fin, or ſorrow, 


they {hall not overflow upon him, how 


could 
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could he be ſupported through this vail 


of tears, or how encounter with Wen 


e oppoſition, F Hin Hb 


ec. But knowing 3 we « have not 
an * << high-prieſt vrho cannot be touched 
« with the feeling of our infirmities, 
encourages us. j eſus Chriſt, being 
« the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever,“ enables them to go forward, 


and follow the Lamb whitherſoever 


he _ 
Fl. The T5 I bay alas look- 


ed upon as curious. 


A P 


'Mec. It 3 your notice, — is 


undoubtedly a great improvement from 
gut, formerly uſed for the ſame pur- 


poſe. _ The links, - though very dimi- 
nutive, are vaſtly ſtrong, and, like va- 
liant ane will not rally. be Net | 
ed. ON a Tabs 


| . 


EF 
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Fla. Wenderſul indeed! hoes more 


13 that chain of truths; mentioned 
by the apoſtle Paul, to the belieys 
ing Romans; who, ſpeaking of the 


called of God, and of all' things work- 


ing together for their good, ſays, ?“ for 
whom he did foreknow, he al- 
«ſo. did predeſtinate to be conform - 
«ed to the image of his ſon, that 
© he might be the firſt· born among 
many brethren. Moreover, whom 
he did -predeſtinate, thein he alſo 
* called; and whom he called, them 
es he alſo juſtified; and whom he juſti= 


_ «fied, them he alſo glorified.” ! * 1-1 


Neither is your chain altogether ſo or« 
namental as that mentioned by Dr. Gill, 
which he ſuppoſes to be in the poſſeſs 
ſion of every believer; though your 
links are more numerous. — As I 
perceive his Canticles are at hand, I 
will, with your leave, read that part of 
his an on chap. i. and 0th verſe. 


E . ate, 


* 
2 * 
i Rom. 
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Aſer. In ſo doing you will much ob- 
lige me; it is ever new and entertain- 


* + : 
a - 4 L 0 Vel C 
” ; | 
3 ; : 
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2 - 
” 
\ p » : * 4 oro ET 


Fla. I find the whole verſe runs 
thus. Thy cheeks are comely with 
* rows of jewels, thy neck with chains 
4 f gold.” ——— When after having 
—_ two ſenſes of the chain, he ſays, 
Or,  qdly. (it may mean) -* the various 

10 ginecs uf the ſpirit, with which not 
* only. miniſters, but all believers are 
« adorned : for as fins and vices are fo 
c chained and linked together, that 
4 here there's one, there's all; ſo tlie 
« graces of the ſpirit are like chains of 
* gold, which are ſo cloſely linked to- 
„ gether, that they cannot be ſepa- 
„ rated ; but where there's one grace, 
* there's every grace; which very much 
te beautify and adorn the believer. This 
golden chain of grace, which is put 
about the church's neck, conſiſts of 
_ * theſe 


* Can. 1. 10. 


| 


ee that precious pearl, and valuable 
jewel, which is alike precious in all 


« the ſaints, as to its nature and ob- 
« ject, the fruit of electing love; the 
«father's | gift, the ſon's grace, and 


« the ſpirits work. The ſecond is 
* hope; which is called a good hope 
through grace: this carries the ſoul 
< chearfully through all the diffioulties 


e f life, and makes not aſhamed at | 


« death: it is both the Chriſtian's 
% anchor _ his helmet; tis valuable 
e in its nature, and uſeful in its actings. 
„The third link in this golden chain 
<« ig love, which is the fulfilling af the 
« law ; this is highly valued by Chriſt, 
« ſee ch. iv. and x: and is of ſo great a 


price, that if a man would give all 


ce the ſubſtance of his houſe for — it 
« wouldutterly becontemned, ch. viii 
« The. fourth is humility ; which is, 
in the ſight of God, of great price; 
<« and the believer, being cloathed with 
«it, appears very beautiful and come- 
«ly; it is a ſparkling gem in this 
=s necklace. 
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<< theſe ten links: the firſt is faith, 
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t necklace. The fifth is patience © 
„which is of exceeding uſe in the be- 


« liever's life, much recommends his 


* character and profeſſion, and is great - 
ly taken notice of by Chriſt; ſee 
* Rev. ii. 2, 3, 19. The fixth is ſelf- 
* denial ; which is required of, and 
s ſhould be in exerciſe in all Chriſt's: 
* followers, but ſeldom appears in its 
< luſtre and ſplendor, being frequently 
* ſullied by - carnal and ſelfiſh prin- 
, ciples and actions. The ſeventh is 
e contentment in every ſtate of life : 
« this is an exceeding great rarity; few 
* perſons are poſſeſſed of this jewel; 
t the apoſtle Paul had it, as appears 
te from what he ſays, I have learned 
* in whatſoever ſtate I am, to be con- 
tent. The eighth is a ſaving know- 
t ledge of Jeſus Chriſt: this is eternal 
*« life itſelf, and is by believers pre- 
*« ferred to all things of this life; who, 
* with the apoſtle, count all things but 
(, loſs, for the excellency of the know- 
e ledge of . Chriſt Jeſus, their Lord, 
„The ninth is long- ſuffering and for- 
u bearance; 


the Waren SPIRITUALIZED. 29 
# bearance ;, whereby faints are not 
*« eafily provoked, and do readily for- 
« give thoſe who have offended them: 
this gives great ee, and is exceed- 
„ing ornamental to the believer: 
1 The tenth and laſt Vink' in this golden 
chain is ſincerity: this runs through 
« all other graces, and makes them ſo 
„6 plorious as they are: this was ex- 
e ceeding bright, and ſhone with a 
«+ great deal of luſtre in Nathaniel, of 
* whom Chriſt ſaid, behold an Iſrael- 
Fc ite de. in bons! is no po > 


TOA Niven doſlag the book, his 
friend could not forbear ſaying, O that 
henceforward this golden chain may be 
frequent in my ſight! may my hand- 
ling this bring it often to my remem- 
. 
R.: Aguinft this I've no objection; 
but rather may we both thirſt through 
grace to poſſeſs the whole, and more 
earneſtly implore we may not want any 
one particular. Ere we proceed 


- 
— 


30 Mzcxanicvs.and FLAVEN, or 
any: farther, (you'll excuſe. my igno- 
rance) I can't help obſerving the dif- 
ferent ſtrength of the wheels, and the 
va ious mixture of ſteel and braſs 
This wheel, that at preſent engages us, 
is: ſtrong, and weighty, while that you 
call the balance-wheel ſeems hardly 
ſufficient: to ſuſtain the ſhock it con- 
n W 4 


Aer. Im proportion to oh bee 
upon. amin the ene . dane ” 


Fla. Were they. to retain oh fone 
ſize and form, yet if all was ſteel, would 
not the watch, with the. mo. ns 
Wear much n H 


"Ae. Not a an hour; e 48 4 e 
of 6 moves in a wheel of 48 teeth, 
it's work is much the harder, as it 
muſt go 8 times as faſt; and ſo every 
leaf be almoſt upon conſtant wear, 
while a great part of the wheel enjoys a 
confiderable reſt. 


* 


fi 
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Fla Then 1 find ht Bie tl 
ing to his ſtrength, and the buſineſs 
given him to do. — $0 is it with us, no 
more than we ſhall be able to bear; 5 
yet ſufficient is the day for the evil 
thereof, a Mr. Hervey ſome where 
obſerves —— Has God given patience 
to Job, it ſhall appear by , affliction + 
has he given wiſdom to 'Solomon, his 
peaceable kingdom ſhall ſpread'i it abroad. 
Is Paul full of words, the very place 
of his impriſonment. ſhall make way 
for employment. Is John ſlow in ſpeech, 
he ſhall retire to the ſolitary ifland of 
Patmos: and I may add, if David be 
expert in war, Saul ſball purſue him 
as a blood-hound ; and if Daniel and 
the three children be courageous, the 
former ſhall be caſt into the lion's den, 
and the latter committed to the fiery. 
flames: — thus all excel in their praper 
character, and each is fitted for what 
he is called unto. The whole of 
the wheels, conſidered as performing 
various revolutions, yet all to bring 

e 0 Bs about 
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about one end, ſeems deſcriptive of the 
wonder; 1 in . 1 © ny 


nog” In that the : winds blow con 


trary. 


Fla. Only to our apprehenſions: | in- 
deed where men know nothing, of a 
ſecret, as well as revealed will in God, 
there is likely to be much to ſtumble 
at, and will be found, ſufficient to oo- 


* ; . * / 4 c 1 ak - i at 9 : +4 
* 


Mee. Ti imagine in he you receive | 


a hint from the Prophet Ezekiel. Er 


$657 


Fla. I confeis I had the "prophet i in 
view, who, ſetting forth the intricacies 
of Providence, uſes the ſame metaphors. 
Have you ever read, or heard any 15 


| diſcourſe on this ſubject? a 


4 
"Bice. Not to my reingiabrance, ſave 


what 8 recorded i in the Bible. | 


. > 
x 
41 
F > 7, 
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Fla. There is no necefity of ſeeking 
further; yet I have ſeen the moſt fe- 
markable picked out amd ranged foge- 
ther, joined with ſome later "inſtances, 
which age a moſt 00a 5 


ol A 


* 


Ace. Who, . 5 pray you, fu «pate 
cmd this peating work? 9 


F . Mr. Elifha. Cole, ©; 1 bu 


bell; where all that 1 have ſaid is more 


than found: there nature forgets to 
work, and frequently ſtands ſtill to ob- 
lige the creature; the fire ceaſcth; to. be 


hot, and the furious waves to over- 


flow ; the cruel beaſts loſe their wonted 
power, and crafty men forget their cun- 
ning: there (as Mr. Hervey ſays of the 
| A word) * is more than all the mar- 
* yellous of romance, connected with 


<« all. the ee and. ORE of 


F | 8 * 
ee Cole's W and Flavel on Provi- 
dence. « m Ther. and Aſp. Vol. I. p. 21. 
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Mec. How eclipſed then are the glo- 
ries of our God, to thoſe who only 
ſee him as the God of nature, and miſs 
theſe views of Providence! 1 


Fla. And (tho' the moſt enlightened 
ſee but little) what proſpects do : they 


rather loſe, who never ſaw him as the 


God of grace and glory. The wheels 
being ſet of a proper depth, now, as 
you obſerve, move freely, and of them- 
ſelves make no ſtoppages. 


Mec. This reminds us of theſe poe- 
tical lines, that run thus, 


* Could but our cn move like this 
% machine, | 
« Not urg'd by paſſion, or delay d by. 
e ſpleen; 
« But true to nature's regulating pow” r. 
« By virtuous — ev'ry hour; 
; Then 


tt 
3 
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% Then health and peace would follow, 
e as they ought, 22 


& The laws of motion, and the Jaws of 


„ thought; 
« Sweet happineſs to paſs che, preſent 
moments oO er, 
_ And everlaſting Joys when time ſhall 
A de no more.“ 


Theſe lines I've been me fond of. 


Fla. And why, are they leſſen” din 
my friend's eſteem ? 


| Mec. By reaſon I now know they give 
too great a reward to the fulfiller of the 


with ; for was it practicable, how in- 
ſufficient would it be to lay a foundation 


for eternal happineſs, ſince even then 
we ſhould have done no more than our 
duty, and fo remain en, ſer- 


vants. 


Pla. Nothing, eme ſhort of 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, will, as your 
„ . 
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words imply, be in any meaſure fit to 
byild our hopes upon: this is rhe only 
foundation; for other foundation can 


no man lay, fave that that 1s laid in Je- 


ſus Chxiſt. This is the rock that abides 
the ſtorm of God's wrath ; all other, 
like the deceitful ſand, in time of diſ- 
treſs, will give Wway——A ſmall matter, 
free as they move, I imagine, would 
diſconcert the whole, - or oecaſion- A full 
ſtop. 


Mec. The ſmalleſt imaginable; a 
very thin hair would ſooner effect it 
tha you could WIE acroſs * n 

Fe. wry i us: we differ f 
Have I not ſeen the timorous Chriſtian 
ſtartle at his own ſhadow, like Nico- 
demus * come by night,” and flide away 
by- ſtealth ? If, perehance, a Chriſtian 
friend has met him, and given him but 
the common ſalutation, how has it diſ- 


compoſed hien; and put him to the 


ſtand —— Or, witk the more experi- 
eneed ſoldier, how foon 1 is he oyercome z 
how 
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how - frequent does that grievous thing 
come to paſs, the ſervant get the upper. 
hand, and tin for a while be triumph- 
ant. Or, When trying diſpenſations 
come, if left, how ſoon are we ſaying, 
with peeviſh Jonah, 1 do well to bs 
« angry, even unto death.” * — O Lord, 
what trifles foil us, and how do eyen 
mole-hills ſeem inſuperable, unless 
thou impart ſtrength; then mountains 
become plains before us; then we can 


t walk. thro' the valley of the ſhadow 
Jof death, and fear no evil,” * upleſ 

thou give faith; then we know e: the 
Lord is our ſhepherd ; we ſhall not 
© ant.. The continual tremor 
of the balances wheel gives me pain to 
bchold it; tis as tho it was anxious to 

get forward, yet e meets with 


diſappointment. 


Mec. It certainly would go at a very 

great rate, was it not for the verge, 
| 2 

„Jon. iv. 9. P: Pſa, xxiii. I, 4. 8 
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whoſe two pallats perpetually croſs Its 
endeavours. 


Pla. Thus the new born ſoul pants 
after holineſs, as the hart after the wa- 


ter brooks ; and very conſiderable would 
ſoon be its progreſs, was it not for two 
things, viz. Satan and a wicked heart, 
which, like thoſe pallats, continually 
thwart our intentions. 


Mec. Well, b little wheel, 
III learn to pity thee, from a r 
of my own condition. 


Fla. "Ow kid this alſo, to be inceſ- 
bs ſantly labouring againſt them—they are 

| of brittle metal, who knows but they 
may ſoon break? but however, be that 
as it may, we know, reſiſt the devil, 
« and he will flee from us.” 


Mec. Horlog now 4 the prin- 
cipal parts of the movement, we will, if 


you pleaſe, aſcend the upper ſtory. 


Pl. 
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8 : 


Fl. Before we 5 1 me — 
how beneficial would be ſuch a conduct 
in every matter before us, feeing he 
that * humbleth himſelf ſhall be ex- 
, alted, and he that exalteth himſelf 
« ſhall be abaſed.” To ſay, Go down 
lower, is uncouth words to proud crea- 
tures ; yet, however, St. James's man, 
with * a gold ring and goodly apparel,” 
be now honoured, who can tell but 
he may ſoon hear that more unplea- 


ſant ſound, © Friend, how cameſt thou 
66 . 7 | 


Aer. When I think of that and other 


inſtances, the apoſtle's ſuppoſition much 
terrifies me, If ſo be that, being 


&« cloathed, we ſhall not be found na- 


„ ked.”* 


Fla. Indeed, my friend, profeſſions 
among men, however ſpecious or gild- 
ed, will not avail us ; learning and 


— 


gifts 


"a Jam. ii. 2. | 1 2 Cor. Vo Zo 


* 


RT — 


0 MenAxleus and FLvEN, or 
gifts will be inſufficient to ſupport us; 
if this be our only clothing, our naked- 
heſs muſt appear ; in Chriſt Jeſus **cir- 
te cutncifion availeth not any thing, but 
% 2 new creature: in ſhort, any thing 
deſtitute of his ſpotleſs righteouſneſs, 
and that alone for ſalvation, will, in the 
end, be found a covering tov ſcanty te 
wrap us about, and a bed too ſhort t6 
ſtretch ourſelves upon. In what 
a lively manner does the balance mow 
yet it ſeems not to have its full . 


| . The . 18 Tele ber 
in ſuch a method as no ways infringes 
n. eee eee e 


Fla. There is a in that then 
like the foreknowledge of . God to 
whom tho! events be certain, yet it lays 
on us no coactive neceſſity to do this or 
1 "tho; he knew EF for known 

«ec unto 


[ | 
© * very « one, > with the Ns of the 
Pendulum ſpring, can eaſily explain this Paradox; 3 
for tho' in ſome meaſure confined * it, it receives 
life from i it, 2 


2he Ware Srinrrukf IZB: r 


, unto him are all things from the bea 
e ginningꝰ“) that Adam ſhould become 
an eaſy prey to the ſubtilty of Satan, 
yet all Adam did was PRE and had 
grace ſufficient to ſtand; nor does its 
falling out to the contrary "__ it other- 
wiſe. | | 


Mee: Not any more than tho I had 
written before me your tranſactions for 
a week to come; tho! I thould certainly 
know them yet in what would you 
be conſtrained? It may be, here yon 
might come thort, and there exceed 


your 'former intentions,” yet all would 


fall out ron to my plan. 


be P . The bars of the balance, if m 
not deceived, do not move round. 


Mec. "I yet one half of 1 way; 


for ere it has meaſured that ſpace, our 


little warrior? forces it back; which 


1 met TI ** OED tooth, keeps 
| op 


7 


7 The balance wheel ; ſee p. 37. 
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42 Mecnanicvs and FLAVEN, or 


0 the continual fray that a little while 
2g0 claimed our Mention. 


Ws 


Fla. Metbinks it is in a painful i Gt tu- 
ation, nor much unlike thoſe frothy pro- 
feflors, who, notwithſtanding all their 
buſtle, are yet wanting of the root of | 
the matter, moving but backward and 
forward, like the door on its hinges.— 


The turning that little index makes my 


watch go. faſter or ſlower ; but how it 
ſhould have that effect can't con- 


ceive . 


Mec. It being joined to a ſteel wheel, 
the turning it moves a curb, which, ac- 
cording to the increaſe or decreaſe of 
the numbers, lengthens or ſhortens 
the pendulum- ſpring, and ſo abates or 


increaſes the watch's motion. 


Fla. Thus when we turn our eyes 
upon ourſelves, contemplate our unwor- 


thineſs, and where the juſt demerit of 


fin might long ſince have left us, it 
cauſes an abatement in our wonted vi- 
| | ö gour 5 
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gour, and, if no ſupply be at hand, 
we are ſoon ready to think we have no 


right to take his holy name in our un- 


polluted lips; when, 6n the contrary, 
if by faith we can conſider ourſelves in 
Chriſt, ſee him become the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs to us who believe, 
as ſatisfying divine juſtice in our room 
and ſtead, and has riſen again for our 
juſtification, then our affections grow 
unbounded, and we are like the pſalm- 


iſt, ſaying, whom have in heaven but 


thee, and whom on earth do I deſire 

in compariſon of thee? That name 
and number reminds me of what J 
in viſion, had a fight of, Rev. xiv. 
And I looked, and lo, a lamb ſtood on 
mount Sion, and with him an hundred 


and forty four thouſand, having his fa- 


ther's name written in their forcheads. 
Mec. The prophet Ifaiah alſo records 
the mighty God as ſaying, I have en- 
graven thee on the palms of my hands, 
and thy walls are continually before 


G2 Fla. 
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44 Mechaxicus and FLAVEN, or 


8 


Fla. O!] that our names may be 


found written in the lamb's book of 


life, and that when the Lord numbers 
up his jewels, we may each make one 
in that great account, and be among - 
(tho' the leaſt that's there) that innu- 
merable company which no man can 
number. Here a requeſt was made 
by Flaven to have the watch diſſected; 
in which his friend being willing to 
gratify him, immediately complied. — 
After ſpending a few moments in re- 
flecting on its performance at half 
time, it was ſoon taken to pieces. 
The number of holes in both plates 
ſoon commanded Flaven's notice, and 
being unable to know their uſe, cauſed 

him to ſay, what irregularity is here! 
I can't help ſuſpecting but this muſt be 
the excurſions of fancy, rather than the 
dictates of reaſon. 


 Mec. This i is what I called the cal- 
liper,” and the — of the holes are 


now 


* dee p. 9. 
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now proper, a as the opportunity we 
have had 1 in ſeeing i its performance, con- 
| bro, 1 


1 Excuſe my rachneſs, and, let 
my ignorance atone for my folly : but, 
O thou gracious God, who art “ cight- 
* eous in all thy ways, and holy in all 
_ « thy works,” » pardon a cenſuring mor- 
tal, and let me know iny Redeemer. 
has atoned for ſuch offences. How 
often (O may my ignorance obtain mer- 
cy) have I dared to think thy ways 
were unequal ; how often thought thee 
| 2 rigid maſter, expecting brick, deny- 
ſtraw x: but for theſe things, as 
3 I abhor myſelf, and repent in 


duſt and aſhes. 


 Mec. Have you then reaſon to cry 
out in this manner? It emboldens me; 
I ſaw the ſimilitude, but being Zuilty, 
durſt not ſhew my opinion, | 
Fl. 


by 


a See p. 11. b Pſal. cxlv. I7. 
1. e. Have a ſenſe thereof. . 
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Fa. Have 1? — who has been ex- 
empted ? It's an epidemical diſtemper ; 
but worſe in one reſpect, ſeeing they 
who have had it, may have it again.— 
I bleſs God, frequent prayer has of late 
kept it much at an under; has made 
me willing to wait for that time when 
dark things will be made light, and 
the crooked things be made ſtrait ; 
has here brought me to know that the 
, judge of the whole earth will do 
* right,” and when afflictive diſpenſa- 
tions come, helps me to fay, © it is 
* the Lord, let him do whatſoever he 
will.“ Pray what is that little 
bit of ſteel, and what may be its ule ? 
which ſeems to have no communica» 
tion to any part except the ſtud to which 
it is pin'd, and a ſmall ſpring that runs 
under it. TER; 


Mec. It's called the ſtop,” which by 
that ſpring is raiſed above the plate, to 
admit 


«Gen. f Known in general by gardigut ſtop. 


the WATCH SPIRETUALIZED. 47 

admit the cap of the fuſee a free paſ- 
ſage ; but when the chain is almoſt 
* from off the barrel, it binds it 
down, prevents the perſon that winds | 
up his watch from making too many 


turns, and ſecures it from many 
har ms. 0 


Fla. The dealing of God with his 
choſen people is much after this ſort, 
and the unexpected meeting with that 
reſiſtance has ſomething of that fove- 
reign authority that, ſays to ſinners, 
| hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no fur- 
ther, and here ſhall thy proud waves 
be ſtaid. Or if we reſpect the 
Lord's carriage to the wicked, it is 
ſome what ſimilar, for, like the fuſee, 
they run the round of ſeveral years 
without interruption; but when the 
chain of God's forbearance is almoſt at 
an end, or the meaſure of their fin fil- 
led ups « full 6s is near at hand; © 
«t theit 


FE 


Deut. xxxii. 35. 
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« their foot ſhall ſlide in due time, and 
* the things that come upon them ſhall 
40 make haſte.” | 


Mec. Tho' vengeance be the Lord's 
« ſtrange work,” yet it is his, and he 
will repay it. | 


Fla. By what name do you call that 
worm ? | 


Mec. The endleſs ſcrew. And if | 


you'll pleaſe to obſerve its actings with 
that key, you will know with what pro- 


priety it is ſo called. - 


Flaven, on 
trying it, obſerve. <7 


— 


Fla. My fruitleſs endeavours. to ac- 
compliſh what I imagined, at firſt view; 
would be ſoon done, reminds me of 
the deluſive and frequent attempt of 
man ſeeking to be juſtified by the 
works of the law : how. practicable all 
think this at firſt, yet, in the end, 


are certainly ae" they weary 
themſelves 


. 


I 
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themſelves for very vanity, and labour 


for hath, e not. 


1 Yet no one takes warning #4 
but, as tho' he either diſbelieved ſuch 


. 


accounts, or were more confident, ot - 
himſelf, he will make the trial. ds 


Fla. But what” 8 more unaccountable, 
the baſeſt among men are as warm can- 
tenders for this as the moſt moral —— 
Aſk the drunkard of his hopes of eter- 
nal life, and you will find they are built 
upon what he calls the mercy of God, 
and his better deeds.— Liquor, tis true, 


he loves too much, and ſwearing. and 


gaming he uſes more than he could 
wiſh ; but a liar he hates; theft he 
abhors; he injures no one but him- 


ſelf; which, he conceives, demands 


rather pity than reproof: thus. each 


in their ſphere, puts the evil day far 
from them, and heals his wounds by 
that unwiſe method of meaſuring him 
ſelf with others. 
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Mec. They do not enn God Ty 
faid, whoſoever ſhall *<* keep the whole 
« jaw, and yet offend in one point, is 
«* guilty' of all; for he that aid, do 
«not commit c adultery, faid an do 
e not kill.“ * 


Fla. Nor do they once conſider the 
law given as a rule of life, but as a co- 
venant of works, tho it does nothing 
but condemn: if they did, and it came 
with power, fin Arty revive, and 
they would die; every view of Chriſt 
would then be both welcome and pre- 
cious, and his name Jeſus be as oint- 
ment poured forth. Flaven, here 
viewing the main pottance, diſcovered 
the banking pins; who deſiring to be 
informed of their uſe 1 end, Mecha- 


nicus d. 


Ae. Theſe bent Wach ceufigon; 


and greatly contribute to the watch's 


regular 


h Jam. ii. 10, 11. 
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regular performance; but for: theſe, 
and upon every conſiderable ſhock, 
it would be diſabled, the verge would 
overturn, and the balance-wheel * in 
danger of in much injury. 


{ Fla. God's Lithbulnes and power 
thus keep his people; but for theſe, 
and they ſoon would have more than 
they can bear, and fall a ſacrifice to 
the cruel temptations of Satan: but 
where true grace is, this defence is not 
wanting; for however, at times, they 
may be foil'd, yet in the end they ſhall 
be enabled to ſay, I am more than « con- 
queror, thro him that lovetli me. 


Mec. Was it not 9 _ 
our deſign of getting through, and 
treſpaſſing on our time, I ſhould on this 
head, though I am far from diſerediting 
| what you advance, deſire to be anſwer- 
ed ſeyeral queſtions, but I leave it 7 
a more ſeaſonable opportunity, 
hope Flaven will alſo do me the — 5 
to believe my not endeavouring to cauſe 
H 2 him 


— 
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him to inlarge, has been occaſioned by 
ſuch reflections as theſe, and a deſire to 
have nothing material omitted. 
* Fla. There needs no apology ; my 
Gene was to be very brief, and not- 

withſtanding I am, I perceive it will 
's be full time to conclude, when the lit- 
tle nope has paſſed our examina- 
tion.- At preſent I'm engaged with 
viewing a moveable piece of braſs in 
this pottance, but know nothing of the 
. of its ſo doing, or what you 
call it. 


Mec. Tis the dufftail, the ſmall 
hole which receives the balance-wheel 
pivot; and its ſliding gives an oppor- 
tunity of placing the wheel to the beſt 
advantage, which can aQ no where but 
in one certain place, found by the duff- 
tail's removal; the 2oth part of an inch 
forward or backward RO make it of 
none effece. | 


Fl. 


the Warch SPIRITUALIZED. 53 


Fla. It would retain the name of a 
dufftail, I pretume, tho' it anſwered 
not the end. 


Mec. Undoubtedly ; and as deſerved- 
ly as ſome retain the name of men, tho' 


(ey act lde brutes. 


Fla Thus gay Gai works 
are called good among men, that have 
the form, but are deſtitute of the end 
defigned. —— Whatever has an outſide 
ſhew, as charity, ſobriety, attending 
the means, &c. now goes by many for 
current coin; but theſe, tho! good in 
_ themſelves, unleſs in a certain proper 
place, will not only be of none effect, 
but diſpleaſing to God, however laud- 
able in our ſight — If wanting of faith 
and love, they become ſinful ; . what- 
ever is not of faith, is ſin. The 
Lord ſays, he ſeeth not as man ſeeth; 
and indeed, the principal difference in 
this lies, he views the root, and we 
the fruit: wear they ever ſo gilded an 
appearance, 


T 
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appearance, if it is not done with a view 
to glorify. God, without the leaſt depen- 
dance thereon for ſalvation, (ſeeing it is 
not by works of righteouſneſs we have 
done) they will be treated with con- 
tempt, and rewarded only with pains in- 
ſupportable; for as his own arm brought 
ſalvation, he will not give his glory to a- 
nother. The motion next came under 
their inſpection; when, after diſcour- 
ſing of its ſcanty room, and its hidden 
ſituation, the gilding of the plates, cock, 
and ſlide detained them. —— See, ſaid 
Flaven, what a great advantage this; e- 
very attempt to poliſh, how vaſtly infe- 
_ rior! The faded yellow thoſe parts wear, 
ſerves but as a foil to ſet off the beauty 
of theſe : fo, tho' man excel in moral 


acts, yet how vaſtly inferior to thoſe who 
wear this garment of fanctification, 


which this gilding well prefigures; this 


is of a laſting nature, that of, a ſhort 
duration: in ſhort, where this is, works 
will keep their place, and be uſeful, tho 
not for ſalvation; but where that's want - 
| Elin of %%, é 7 ing, 


=4 


* 
4 
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ing, they'll be more deſtructite than 


ks. # 


water and fire unreſtrained. 


Mec. I wiſh 1 may live under an ha- 
bitual belief of theſe truths, and that all 
my works may proceed from love to 
him who has redeemed me, without 
once deſiring to build thereon a founda- 
tion for eternal happineſs. I beg I may 
work from, not for, life 3 en, if 
fruitful in them, I ſhall in ſome meaſure 
ſhew myſelf friendly to that friend who 
ſticketh cloſer than that of a brother. | 


Pla: That bow of poliſh'd ſteel is, 1 


think, the ſpring that canes the watenr 
in the bus. . 


Mee: The locking Grin 8 is for that ws: 


Fla. 80 ſhould: every al Sue 
be * a ſpring ſhut up, a fountain ſeał d:“ 
all their private tranſactions ſhould be 
hid from the © prying eye of buly. bodies, 


and 


; r See Dr. Gill on Cant. iv. 12. 
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an? only © Free accels granted to its own 
members. ; 15 


Mec. But this ſpring knows no dif- 
ference ; it gives way to all, and freely 
lets every judge behold the infirmities 


Wap. 


Fla. I'm ſorty to fa the * with 
them i is too ſimilar; and that the weak- 
neſs and failings of one another, are, 2s, 


4a» = 


much;expoſed,——. As the gilding may 


* 


prefigure tf the in ward garment of Lancti- 


ing. the- righteouſneſs of Jeſus Cheiſt, 
which, as that ſhields the. watch 


from injuries, fo it ſhields the Chriſt- 


ian from thoſe bruiſes which otherways 
would be very fatal. This is their 
only defence and ſafety; hither the 


righteous flee and are ſafe; this ſhields 


them from every ſtorm, and frees them 
from every danger: when this is view- 
ed, as theirs, by faith, they then can 


ſay, who & ſhall-lay any thing to the 
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the WATCH SPIRITUALIZED. 59: 


5 charge of God's elect? or if they 
do, to what will it amount? "ſeeing! 
'tis God that juſtifieth, who is he 


that "condemns? when "tis Chriſt - 

« thad died, yea rather, that is riſen 
44 again, and ever lives to interceed for 

us.. The outſide caſe may 


be deſcriptive of that happy govern- 


ment we enjoy under his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, King George III. —— This to- 
leration, which he has been pleaſed 
fo lately to confirm is the Chriſtians 


outſide coat, which we ſhould: jointly 
endeavour, by good and loyal beha- 


he thus lets us ſit under our on vine 


and hg- tree, and lets none make us a- 
— gut fee, dear friend, how 


mend md time ſtole e W N 
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a "+ Rom. xiii. 33, 34. 
++ Alluding to his Mojety's aver to the proces 
mares * 5. 


wiour, to keep as long as poſſible, 
and for which we ought to be abun- 
dantly thankful. May the Lord give 
us grace to uſe ſuch privileges aright, 
and to be valiant for his cauſe, while 
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58 Mszcranicus and FLAVEN, ar 
ſoan have the ſhadows of the even come 
upon us; thoſe hands that ſeemingly 
ſtand till, have made a long remove, 
and we're informed by yonder clock an- 
nia hour's Juſt one! | 


bs How ſoon ſhall our place on 
earch know us no more! | 


Fla. What nag then to beg, with 
Moſes, that we may be taught to 
* number our days, that we may ap- 
< ply our hearts unto. wiſdom.” O that 
we may finiſh our courſe with joy, re- 
membering that by. and by we ſhall 
_ reap if we faint not: Sea, very ſoon 
it may be; hear thoſe ſoul- reviving 
words, well done, thou good and faith- 
Wy ſervant ; enter _ into my ph af 


pe” "ie An a 1 | that 
is filthy, let him be filthy ain. may 
« be ſealed in court to day ; ; depart 
* from ite, pe curſed may be pronoun- 
TR. nr "age 
! Tt has given warning. n Pſa. XC; 13. EY 
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tbe Wach SPIRITVALIZED. 59 
ee ced at the bar to-morrow,” — gives 


me much concern. 


Fla. It ſhould make the apoſtle's | 
words come with great weight, when 


he ſays, let him that thinketh he ſtand- 
eth, take heed leſt. he fall; there's in 


us room ſufficient for uneaſineſs, but 


none for deſpair : ** fear not, but be 
glad and rejoice, for the Lord will do 


„ great things.“ Was falvation on 


the foot of obedience, I would give you 
no encouragement; but, bleſſed be God, 


tis otherways; tis all a free gift; the 


ift of God is eternal life; © we are 


t ſaved by grace, thro faith; but that 


not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God.. 


Ul 


> See Rutherford on baptiſm, Serm. p. 1. 
o Joel ii. 21. Y Eph. ii. 8. 
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